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the Senate having tinder consideration
lie report of the Committee of Confer-

ence oa the disagreeing rotes of the two
Houses on the bill for the admission of the
State of Kansas into the Union

Mr.COLLAMER eaid:
Mr. Pbksidest : I do not propose, at

this time, to occupy the Senate at any
great length; bat 1 shall endeavor, as
eaccinctlr and distinctly as t can, to stat,
in the first place, why I, together with
those who act with me, opposed the Sen
ate bill, without going into the argument
on its merits ; and, in the second place,
why we voted for the amendment of the
House of Representatives; and, in the
third place, why we cannot rote for the
proposition now offered.

First, as to the Senate bill : its sub-itin- ce

was. if adopted, that it 'admitted
Kansas into the Union as a State under
the Lecomptou Constitution without any
further action of the people. Oar object-

ions consisted essentially in these : that
that constitution was framed by a conven
tion which was the fruit and result of
usurpation and fraud; that the usurpat-
ion which had been instituted originally,
continued, so as to deprive the people of
the opportunity of free voting on the sub-
ject of calling a convention ; that an unfair
and imperfect census was taken, by which
a large part of the people were deprived
of the chance of voting for delegates ; that
the constitution was framed in defiance of
the will of the people, as manifested in
their then recent election for a Territorial
Legislature, and was made in point of
fact only by those who acted in and
approved of it, by a minority of those
originally elected to the convention ; that
the constitution was professed to be pre-
sented to the people in a disguised and
deceptive form ; that the people them-lelve- s

were deprived of the opportunity
which had been promised to them, of
passing upon the whole constitution ; that
in election was held, wherein they pro-
fessed to obtain some six thousand votes
for the constitution with slavery ; that an
election for State officers was made under
that constitution by officers not in any way
appointed by the people, and unknown to
the law ; that that election was fraudul-
ently conducted; and that, besides all
this, the people, at an election held on the
4th of January, by virtue of an act of the
Territorial Legislature, by a very large
majority repudiated it. These, put to?
gHber and aggregated, constituted our
abjection to the Lecompton constitution ;
and for these reasons we considered that
it ought not to receive the attention of
Congress ; that the State should not be
admitted under it ; and that it was not
entitled to be regarded iu any measure as
a constitution presenting the views of the
people of Kansas.

In all these respects the Senate, by a
large majority, voted us down. Our
objection was not merely that the constit-
ution, had not been submitted to the
people. We iusisted that, in point of fact,
tb people had, on the 4th of January,
under lawful authority, voted directly to
reject it by a very large majority. That,
to be sure, among others, was ground of
complaint ; but all these objections, and
others which were presented by other
gentlemen, were aggregated in the com-
plaint. The Senate, however, decided
that, in point of fact, the Lecompton con-

stitution was the constitution of Kansas,
so ta as the action of Kansas was con-

cerned, and that it was only for Congress
to say whether they would accept it ; that
the people had made that constitution
legally by their delegates not only
formed it, bnt adopted it, and that the only
question of difference existing there, was
one in relation to slavery, which, as they
aid, was fairly submitted. They theref-

ore passed a bill admitting Kansas as a
State with that constitution.

I next call attention to the amendment
presented by the House of Representat-
ives. What was its character ? Why
was it voted for? So far as I could under-
stand it, the substance of it, without
recurring to particulars, insisted on three
things : first, that the Lecompton consti-
tution should be submitted to a vote of
the people, and if they adopted it, very
well it was to stand ; but, second, if they
did not adopt it, they should proceed, by

convention, to form such a constitution
s they wished ; and, that, upon being

ratified by the people, they should be
admitted as a State with such new consti-
tution ; and third, in order to secure fair
elections on the constitution, a board was
formed, consisting of the Governor and
Secretary of the Territory, appointed by
the President, and of the presiding officers
of the two Houses of the Territorial Leg-
islature, elected by the people ; and this
board was to direct and control the elec-
tions and their returns, pass upon them,

nd finally decide them. That was the
proposition which came to us as an amend-
ment from the House of Representatives.
Why did we vote for it ? In the first
Pkce, it would be sufficient for me to say
that there were presented to us two alter-
natives on the one hand, the Lecompton
constitution, which had been rejected by
the people of Kansas, most imperatively

nd conclusively, and, on the other, an
offer to submit it to the people, accom-
panied by a provision that if they did not
like it they might make another constitu-
tion, which they did like. Could there
be any doubt as to the choice we should
make between them?

' frithe next place, if we voted against
the House amendment. w denrired the
People of Kansas even of the right of

utishing a free constitution; we left
wem to hare the Lecompton constitution
imposed upon them, and gave them no
opportunity to form a free one. Hence

toted for that proposition. Again, it
fairit was fair even to those who

cium that the people, in formin? their
wnsutation, may mt9 t a free state or

sure State constitution as they please,
cuse it offered that opportunity. That

imposition was a very liberal step for
taose gentleman to tV and ther i
ome such in the country who hold that

people, in the formation of a State
constitution even, have not the right to
enslave their fellow-me- n. But those gen-"eme- n,

if My such there were in the two
,aouses. voted fhr ii vwUh r.9f i;v
tw7 1 an4 whr ? Firet because it was

nest of the two alternatives offered to
eni A ext because, after the know-

ing of the vote of the 4th of January.
closing ten thousand maiority against

coutitaticn, there was every moral

certainty that when the Lecomptou con
stitution, with slavery, was presented to
the people of Kansas, it would be rejected ;
ana mere was, tnereiore, no hazard id
voting to give them an opportunity of that
kind.

But, sir, we were induced to vote for the
House amendment for another considera-tion.an- d

that is that it provided a fair boird
by which elections were to be conducted.
We said the previous elections in Kansas
had been controlled by violence and cor-
ruption and fraud, but there was a chance
to have them safely and honestly con-

ducted ; and so much security was felt in
the board provided by the House amend-
ment, that we were even willing to say
that when that board had supervised the
election, appointed the officers, received
the returns, and adjudicated upon those
returrw, the whole subject might be settled
by the proclamation of the President, and
we were led to the latter merely from
confidence in the former provision.

But another consideration, and perhaps
the most important of them all, was that
the House amendment proposed a course
of proceeding which would put an end to
this controversy in either event and at all
events. If the people of Kansa3 received
and accepted the Lecompton constitution
by the vote of a majority, they were to be
received ; and if they did not, they were
to call a new convention and form such a
constitution as they pleased, and when
that constitution was ratified they were to
be admitted. There was to be the end of
controversy. It was because the House
amendment did end the controversy that
it commended itself to the acceptance of
those who voted for it on this side of the
Chamber.

Now, Mr. President, I come to the next
step : the proposition which is offered as
a substitute for both those bills the pro-
position of the committee of conference. I
do not propose to go into its details ; but
let us see whether it gives to those of us
who voted against enforcing the Lecomp-
ton constitution upon the people without
their consent, and who voted for the pro-

position of the House of Representatives,
those leading features of security, and
those objects which we desired to attain,
which were given to us in the latter pro-

position. I will state its leading provisions.
The first is, that the Lecompton constitu?
tion shall be presented to the people of
Kansas for their acceptance or rejection.
" Oh, no," says the honorable Senator from
Virginia, Mr. Hcxteb, " it does not sub
mit the constitution to the people." v The
majority of the Senate, by the bill they
have passed, decided that it was a consti-
tution perfect, so far as Kansas was con-

cerned, not to be passed upon any further
by the people ; and he says this bill so
treats it. If I understand it, it does not
so treat it It submits a certain question
to the people ; that is, whether they will
accept certain land grants ; and it provides
that, if they accept those land grants, then,
and in that case, Lecompton shall stand
as the constitution ; but it further provides,
that if they reject that proposition in
regard to the land grants, they reject the
Lecompton constitution. Now, I ask, is
it true, as the Senator from Virginia says,
that it is consistent with the former action
oi the Senate ? Doe. it not submit a
question to the people by which they may
reject the Laecompton constitution r

it does. Did not the Senate say, in
the former bill, to those people, "it is all
perfect on your side, and you shall have
no opportunity to reject Lecompton ?"
Yes, they did, unconditionally ; and I say
they now propose a question to the people
by which the people may reject Lecomp- -
ton ; and yet you say that you do not
subject the Lecompton constitution to their
vote : Tne two are utterly inconsistent ;
and there is no ingenuity or sophistry,
though the gentleman may have much of
the former, if not of the latter, which can
by possibility disguise or blink this out of
sight.

But, sir, as I said, this proposition pro-

vides for submitting to the people of
Kansas a question in relation to laid
grants whether they will accept a certain
proposition in relation to lands. It further
provides that, if they will not accept that,
then, and in that case, Lecompton goes
aside, and the people of Kansas are to
remain in their territorial condition for a
length of time entirely indefinite. It says
they may have a convention when they
have a sufficient number of people to enti-

tle them to a Representative in Congress.
That number is now ninety-fou- r thou3ad;
but, after the next census, in 1860, it may
be one hundred and fifty thousand; we
know not. Then, the amount of it is, that
it it an indefinite delay ; it shall be inde-

finitely deferred. -

Besides, it is as much as saying to them,
"we make you this offer of land, but if
you will not take this offer of land, liberal
as it is, now, see the danger you run of
never getting it." Again, this same bill
provides that a different board shall be
created to direct and supervise the elec-

tion. It proposes to add a member, the
district attorney, appointed by the Presi
dent, to the Governor and bercetary, so
that they shall have three a controlling
majority of that board over the presiamg
officers of the two Houses of the Legisla-

ture. We regard this as entirely unfair.
The first objection that occurs to my

mind is the form in which this question is
attempted to be presented to the people of
Kansas. This has been very wen aeunea
by the honorable Senator from Kentucky,
Mr. Cbittesdex. It is to put to them

one question, by the answer to which they
are to decide another question that has no
relationship to it. You might as well put
the question to that people "will you
rote that you will be freemen ?" and now
we say to you, "if you vote that you will
be freemen; you shall have the Topeka
constitution ; but if you vote that you will
not be freemen, then you shall remain in
a territorial condition," There is no more
relationship between the acceptance of
this grant of land and the character of
this constitution, than there would te
between the question proposed and the
result that was to follow in the case I
have just put. There is no necessary
lezal sequence or connection between the
two questions. The proposition is there
fore artificial deceptive in its consequen
ces. You put to a man the question
" sir, will tou take such grants of land ; as
a citizen of Kansas are you willing to
receive such grants V Yes," says he,
" I am." "Well, will you vote so?
M I do not see why I should net vote so.
"Well, we will te you now, if you will
vote to accept these grants, you shall take
the Lecompton constitution that you nave
rej ected." In short. " if you will not vote
against a farerahle eSer, yea shall have

imposed upon you a constitution to which
you are opposed, and you must vote
against a favorable offer in order to get rid
of an obnoxious constitution. You must
vote against what you desire, in order that
you may get rid of a greater evil. If you
vote for these grants which are acceptable
to you, and liberal in their character, you
do it at the peril of taking upon you a
constitution that you detest." It is the
very manner in which the question is put
to the people which is objectionable. It
b artificial in its character ; it is calculated
to mislead. . .

We have complained a great deal that
the Lecompton constitution was submitted
to the people in regard to the question of
slavery, in a certain manner, which was
unfair, deceptive, and dealing in duplicity.
That submission was this : " You may vote
for the constitution with slavery, or for
the constitution without slavery ; but you
have to vote for the constitution, at any
rate, which has slavery in it in either case."
Now, how is it here ? We will put to you
the question, Will you vote for these
land grants? But now remember, if you
vote for the land grants, you are to have
this slave constitution, and if you vote
against the land grants, you are to have
slavery in your Territory without a con-

stitution." That is, you are to have a
constitution with slavery, or slavery with-

out a constitution, but slavery at any rate.
That seems to me to be the way in which
the question is put to them ; because you
hold that, under the Dred Scott decision,
it is a slavcholding Territory, and there-
fore if the people vote for these land
grants, they are to take a slaveholding
State constitution, and if they vote against
them, they are to endure slavery under a
territorial form of government That is
the e.

The next objection I have to the man-
ner in which this new bill presents the
question, is to the provision in regard to
population. It seemed to be agreed on
all hands, and it was provided in the bill
passed by the Senate, that the numbers of
the people of Kansas were sufficient to
justify their admission. They had num-
bers enough to admit them two years ago,
if they would make a constitution to suit
you. You thought they had numbers
enough to admit them under the Lecomp-
tou constitution. There are numbers
enough of them now to justify their admis-
sion as a State, if they vote for this
constitution; but you give them to
understand that there are not numbers
enough, if they vote against this constitu-
tion, to make a free one. We have here
a proposition that Kansas shall be admit-
ted if she will have a slave constitution,
and shall not be admitted if she will not
have a slave constitution. There are peo-
ple enough to hold slaves, but not people
enough to enjoy freedom ! This, it seems
to us, is a palpable injustice an entirely
different affair from the House amend-
ment

In the next place, the proposition which
is now before us produces no finality ; it
makes no settlement It only makes a
settlement provided thev adopt the Le
compton constitution, by voting in favol
of these grants of land. That will make f
a finality ; and that is the only finality
under this proposition a finality in one
result If the people do not vote to accept
these grants, it provides for no finality,
no settlement, but leaves things in statu
quo by declaring that the people of Kan-
sas shall remain under a territorial form of
government for an indefinite and unlim-
ited period of time. I do not know that
that part of the proposition will really
have much practical effect It seems to
me to be rather brutum fulmen, because I
suppose Congress can at any time admit
them, notwithstanding this declaration ;
but, after all, that is the effect it is intended
to have on the minds of the people of
Kansas. It is intended, if this bill passes,
that they shall understand that if they do
not accept this proposition, this shall be a
bar to their coming in until they have a
certain population.

Another objection, and one to which I
have alluded before, is that we are not
content with this newly-constitut- board
to supervise the elections; we are not
willing to take results produced under
such supervision, so as to say that
the President upon the returns being
made to him, shall issue his proclamation,
and Kansas become a State, without those
returns being submitted to our examina-
tion. If a board were constituted in the
manner provided in the House amend-

ment, we had so much, confidence in that
manner of constituting the board that we
were willing to pass it; but we are not
willing to have a board constituted in the
manner provided in this bill, and trust in
the result The history of affairs in Kan-
sas is such as leads us to be cautious on
that subject We all cannot but know, at
any rate a large portion of us are convinced,
that the elections in Kansas have been
either by violence at the polls, or by fraud
and false returns afterwards, so conducted
that a small minority of the people have
been kept in power. I need not go over
the evidences of this. The history of the
transaction is full of them as every step.

There is another thing that we cannot
but remember. Whatever officers, espe-
cially leading officers, who have been
appointed in that Territory by the Exec-
utive of this Government, the President
of the United States, have favored any
degree of fairness to the majority of the
people, have desired to seenre them at all
against the influence of violence and fraud,
have incurred the executive displeasure.
This remark will, apply, I think, to all
the Government officers there who, have
evinced any fairness, whether we rder to
Governor Reeder, Governor Geary, acting
Secretary Stanton, or Governor Walker.
In all cases where there has been mani-
fested a disposition to do fairness, and to
get rid of frauds, the officers who have
manifested such a disposition have cer-

tainly incurred executive displeasure and
its consequences ; and therefore, we sup-
pose that whatever officers are appointed
by the Executive, will read the history of
their own fate in that of those who have
preceded them, and will consult their own
security in what they are doing. We
believe we cannot find any safety in this
proposition when the majority of the super-
vising board who have, charge of the
election, is given into the control of officers
created by the Government of the United
States, superseding and overriding the
officers appointed by the people of Kansas.
This is a feature which we regard as of
vital importance, and to which we cannot
consent When I say that I speak for
myself, and not by authority from any cf
my associates, any further than 1 derive
it from the action which I hare already

witnessed at their hands. I have no direct
authority to speak for them. ;

.

Now, sir, the whole of this proposition
amounts to this : it is saying to the people
of Kansas, you may vote for the Lecomp-
ton constitution, but if you do not have
that you shall have nothing. We are
calling upon the people of Kansas to act
on the great question of forming their
constitution of forming, ratifying, or put-
ting in operation, if you please, by their
votes, the constitution of their State gov-

ernment It is fundamental, it is the first
great principle of Now
you call upon that people to act on that
subject &d do you secure to them tnwhat was promised in the Cincinnati
platform ? Its pledge was, that in form-
ing a Suite constitution the people should
be left perfectly free to mould their insti-
tutions in their own way. Now, the
people of Kansas are called upon to take
action about the adoption of a constitu-
tion, to pass a vote which shall put that
constitution in force, or reject it; and are
they left free ? They are trammeled up
to that one single act, whether they will
have the Lecomptou constitution or have
nothing. They are nt left free to form
any constitution they want, to shape any
constitution as they may desire it to be,
in relation to any of their institutions. In
short, the vote seems to be very much
like the case of Napoleon IIL, who
allowed the people of France to vote, not
whether you will have an emperor, not
who will you have as emperor, but will
you have me for emperor ? that is all.

Mr. President, I wish now to say a few
words in Tegard to the views presented by
the honorable Senator from Virginia.
What was the trouble with that bill ? He
says that bill merely declared, in relation
to the ordinance, that we did not ratify it ;
that we disclaimed it, and did not provide
for the state of things that would result if
the people of Kansas should not agree to
this condition on which they were, to be
admitted ; and, therefore, this bill goe3on
to provide for that contingency. Well,
sir, if the bill which the Senate passed
was obnoxious to that difficulty, why, on
earth, did they pass it at all ? If it was
an objection that you ought to make pro-
vision for the contingency of the people
in a convention, or by their own votes,
refusing to ratify the amended ordinance
which you submitted to them on condition
that they should not have the ordinance
which the convention had made ? The
Senator from Virginia says the difficulty
is in regard to the ordinance proposing
the terms on which the State shall agree
to forego the right of taxing public lands,
if it has that right, and the grants in con-

sideration of which it will yield that right
He says, that is a matter on which the
State should pass, as a people, by 'them-
selves, or by their delegates ; and that
until they do that, you cannot admit them
as a State, unless they have themselves
delegated that power to their own con-

vention. Then, I ask, how came the
Senate to pass the original bill, by which
they jumped over all objections of that
kind ? I say this is a different thing, and
inconsistent with that bill in that respect
But the truth is, all that amounted to
nothing, for the ordinance is no part of
the constitution. They claim certaiu
grants of laud. If we receive them under
their constitution, without disclaiming the
ordinance, we make the grants ; but the
bill passed by the Senate provided that
they should be admitted on condition that
the ordinance should be of no effect, and
further provided that nothing contained
in the bill should exclude them from
claiming what had been granted to Min-
nesota, (which is what is now offered,) or
prevent Congress from making grants
whenever it chose. Was' not that left
right ? I sec no objection to that part of
the bill ; there never was any objection
made to that on this side of the Chamber,
I believe. Neither the people there nor
anywhere else made any objection to it on
that ground. No, sir, this is a mere device.
There has never been any issue of that
kind made in any quarter, by any man, or
by any paper in Kansas, here, or else-
where. It 4s altogether an afterthought
a device cooked up for this occasion.

The honorable Senator from Virginia
claims that this very proposition does that
which weuld settle this controversy, as he
thinks. Well, then, he must think they
are going to adopt the Lecompton consti-
tution, I suppose ; but he hardly intimates
that He hardly believes they will do
that What then ? It will leave Kansas
in a territorial condition, and then, he
says, we shall have a guarantee of peace
for three, four, five, or six years. Wherein
is that guarantee of peace ? May not and
will not, the same controversy continue in
Kansas as heretofore? Shall we have
taken any step to cure it ? Not at all.
Will they not continue to call conventions
and ask for admission into the Union
whenever they please? Certainly; but
oh, it is said we have provided here that
they shall not be admitted until they
have the proper number. That, however,
does not prevent Congress from admitting
them, nor prevent them from ' asking
for admission. Every bone of contention,
every apple of discord, every point of dif-
ficulty which has ever agitated Kansas or
the country on this subject, remains, and
will remain until they are admitted as a
State. It is vain to suppose that . we
are going to localize the quarrel now, any
more than we have succeeded in doing so
heretofore. The people of this Union, in
all parts of it particularly in the North
and South, have taken too deep an inter-
est in the question involved, to permit it
to go ion without their participating in it,
in interest at least They will partake iu
it Hence this proposed" bill will leave,
and it does leave, at any rate in one result,
all the difficulties open to perpetual agi-

tation..
Mr. President, disguise this matter as

we may, there ii one fact of which I think
we must be morally convinced : that the
Lecompton Constitution is abhorrent to
the views and the feelings and opinions
of a large majority of the people of Kan-
sas. I doubt whether a man can be found
who will question that fact The very
message which the President of the Uni-
ted States has sent to us on the subject,
imports that lie says that the people of
Kansas were so strangely attached to tne
Topeka Constitution that it was of no use
to submit . to them any other, fur they
would reject it ; and it was not submitted
to the people because it would be rejected.
So it is in relation to the action of the del
egates to the convention, who had promis-
ed to submit the constitution to the peo-
ple and did not do so. After all, why
was it that they did not submit it to the
people ? Can any man present any other

possible reason, than because they knew
that the constitution would be rejected ?
Tlie rote that was taken on the 4th of
January, even if rou count on the other
side all the rotes given oa fhe 21st of
December, leaves no possible doubt about
it I suppose that alLthe people of Kan-
sas who desired to have the Lecompton
Constitution, voted for it, either with or
without slavery, on the 21st of Decem-
ber. Six thousand votes were returned as
having been cast on that occasion. I do
not think more than half of them were
really cast, but call it : six thousand. " I
suppose that about all the people of Kan-
sas who desired to rejact the constitution
altogether, voted against it on the 4th
of January more than ten thousand.
Under these circumstances, can there be
any reasonable doubt as to the views of
the people of Kansas i . None at alL
Viewing it in that light, I consider it al-

together wrong to resort to any contrivan-
ces, any devices, any expedients, on the
part of Congress, to endeavor to get rid of
that expression of the will of the people,
and to fix upon them, in any way, a con-

stitution that we know they do not de-

sire.
This proposition is subject to all the

exceptions I have made to it, and yet
more. It proposes to submit the question
to the people of Kansas, at such a time,
and in such a form, and under such pecu-
liar circumstances, that we must see that
it is intended, t least it is well calcula-
ted and ingeniously devised, to secure if
possible, the success of the Lecompton
Constitution, whether the people- - really
desire it or not

Among the other moans which may be
counted upon for possible success in this
vote, is the improbability of getting the
people to vote against a proposition ,Jbr
lands, which proposition they like, be-

cause a constitution may follow. Is it
not operating as a blind upon the people ?
" Here is a fair and liberal proposition to
you of land ; do you not like it 2" Ev-
ery man may say, " I like it." Then
comes the question, " will you vote" for
it?" " No, I will not vote for it because
I will have to take such a constitution
with it " Is it to bo expected that every
man in Kansas will understand that ? Is
not the very manner in which the ques-
tion is presented to him, calculated to dis-

guise the real question, and to delude
him.

Again, we know that the people have
been harassed and dragooned and contin-
ued under all sorts of violent oppressions,
which the forms of law allow, for many
years in succession. I need not go over
the story of the violence and the wrongs
which they have suffered, and that long
and severely. They very much need re-

pose. Now you propose to them that they
may have repose. How ? If they will
take slavery. Otherwise they are to have
no repose, no security, but are to be sub-
jected to a still longer continuance of
their sufferings, and to endure longer trib-
ulation.

In the next place, it may be counted
that they will vote for it, because all
those who 'desire the places of Sanators
and Representatives and Governors and
Secretaries and Treasurers and other offi-

ces, all those who hope for, and have some
reasonable expectation of succeeding in ob-

taining some of these offices, desire to
get Kansas in a State form as soon as pos-
sible. You will have all that weight to
obtain a particular slaveholding constitu-
tion, though it is not the constitution the
people desire. Besides, you have the as-

sistance of the territorial officers appoint-
ed by the Erecutive. They well know
what the ruling majority here desire to ef-

fect They know that they desire to ef-
fect the adoption of the Lecompton Con-

stitution . That is well understood by the
Governor, the Secretary, the marshal, the
district attorney, the land officers, and all
the other officers of thU Government in
the Territory of Kansas. All their aid is
to be counted upon. That would not be
so if it were submitted to the people to
make such a constitution as they desired.
That would be an entirely different effect
and then the action and influence of these
officers might bo entirely neutralized.

Further, instead of saying to the peo-

ple of Kansas, " you may settle this
question by forming such a constitution
as you want" this proposition gives them
no such opportunity. It is so framed as
to present to the world this view : " the
majority in Congress have always.desired
to hare this matter settled, but the Kan-
sas people want to keep it up, and the Ab-

olitionists try to make them keep it up.
Now we have offered to let them make a
State constitution if they please ; that is,
to take the Lecompton Constitution ; but
they have coolly rejected it" This be-

ing done, it may be argued, " can we not
say to the whole world, do you not see
that it is the Kansas people that try to
keep this question open ; they would not
adopt the constitution we offered them ;"
and they must incur displeasure and pre
judice for trying to keep the question open,
when you have given them no opportuni-
ty fairly to close it .

There is another consideration to which
this proposition addresses itself, calculat- -
ed to give it success. The people of
Kansas have been told by the Executive of
the United States that, if they would only
get to be a State, especially if they would
get to be ah'lave State, it would be the
shortest and quickest road to obtain a
Free State, because they have the right
acy day to form a new constitution, and
can do it immediately. The President
told them so. The report of the Com-
mittee on Territories, who presented the
bill passed by the Senate, substantially in-

dorsed the same doctrine ; and gentle-
men here say that it is contained in the
Lecompton Constitution, although that
constitution provides for one mode of
amendment, which mode is, that it may
be amended after 1864, by a two-thir- ds

majority in both Houses of the Legisla-
ture, and then submitting the amendment
to the people ail impracticable mode.

Now, the people of Kansas are to be
presented with this question, in the form
of which I have spoken, under this sort
of assurance, I have no doubt that it is
expected, certainly it is very well calcu
lated to induce that people to vote for
the constitution ; and, indeed, m a re-

cently published letter of Governor Rob
inson, he says, that if there was no doubt
as to how the certificates would be given
to the officers chosen at the election which
has already taken place, he thinks that it
would be well even to have the Le
compton constitution put upon them, bo--
dose they would have the controlling
power ; and he says that people are fa--

tinned with their long political agitation,

and in need of rest, and desirous of go-

ing, about their industrial purecit3. Is
ot this whole proposition well calculated
o secure a'vote of that long oppressed peo-

ple, desirous of peace, even for what they
do not want ? The truth is, it addresses
them with motives of that kind. If they
follow it, they will certainly be deluded?
Just so sure as the Lecompton Constitu-
tion is put into effect and operation, it
will net be amended. If they attempt
to amend it immediately upon its being put
into operation by the action of the newly
elected Legislature, tho Governor would
veto the act The Free State people have
not got two-thir- of the Legislature, and
they are not to have it anyhow. The at
tempt to amend the constitution will be
stopped : but if it were to go on, whenev-
er that resolves itself into a judicial ques-
tion, as it may at any time, and is present-
ed to the Supreme Court of the United
State:, it will no doubt be decided that
the people cannot alter their constitution
contrary to the provisions of that consti
tution. It will bo held that it is a sort of
national compact by which people have
come into the government of the majori-
ty on that condition, and being thus in
the nature of a compact, it is incapable ol
being changed, except agreeably to the
term3 of the compact itself. They will
be deluded in that ; and I suppose, in-

deed I know, that this is well calculated
to delude them. Whether it will do so
effectually, time will determine.

I have very little hesitation in saying
that, whatever may take place, if the
question of accepting the land grants is
presented to the people, under this bill,
rely upon itM Mr. President I speak
merely from the lessons which the histo-
ry of Kansas has taught me a majority
will be returned in favor of accepting the
land grants. I say that a majority will
be returned for it, in all human probabili-
ty, whatever the actual votes may be. I
do not agree with the honorable Senator
from Kentucky, that the result will be
otherwise, and that the proposition will
be rejected. I do not say that I do not
believe a majority of the people will rote
against it ; but I say the returns will
show a majority the other way ; and when
I say that, I speak merely from the les-
sons taught me by the history of Kansas
itself.

There is another matter that equally
bears upon this proposition, and address-
es itself to us on this occasion. An elec-
tion has been held under theJLiecompton
constitution ; and if the people accept
these land grants with" this condition, of
course, then, I take it, they are to abide
by that election. Now, can anybody tell
me what is? the result of that elec-
tion ? Does not tho final and ultimate
determination of it rest with a certain Mr.
Calhoun y ? Is it not altogether
within his hands and under his control ?
Most unquestionably it is. If the people
do as they may do under this proposition,
and as it-- is calculated to have them do-a-ccept

the Lecompton Constitution under
the belief that the certificates of election
are to be actually issued to a majority of
the representatives of the Free State par-
ty, they will certainly be deluded.

I have attempted to show that all these
motives and purposes are presented, by
the arrangement of this bill, calculated
not to carry into effect the true wishes of
the people of Kansas, but to frustrate and
evade them, and obtain, in point of fact,
from these motives and considerations, a
vote of that people, by which they shall
take upon themselves this slave constitu-
tion, abhorrent to their feelngs.

Mr. President I do not wish to detain
the Senate longer. I have stated the rea-
sons why, in my view, we cannot vote for
this bill that is now presented here, when-
ever it shall coma up properly, proposed
by the committee of conference. It is
utterly inconsistent with the votes we
have given in relation to the House
amendment I do not know but that, if
it be presented to them, the people of
Kansas will manifest a continuance of the
virtae and endurance they have hereto-
fore displayed, by which they will disre-
gard all the motives and inducements
here held out to them, hold on their way,
and go on enduring even unto the end,
rejecting this proposition. It is possible
that such may be the result of their dis-
cernment and their virtue ; but I think
we have but little reason to expect that
such trill be the result Certain I am that
none of these gentlemen who contrived
this bill, and devised the form in which it
is presented, expect to have any such re-

sult. At least a strong hope is entertained
that it will secure the purposes for which
it is designed by these contrivances se-
cure success to the Lecompton constitu-
tion, whether the people desire it or
not

Viewing it in this light, regarding it in
this view, it seems to me that the thing it
self, in its character, and all its aspects is
utterly inconsistent with that conduct
that becomes an American Senate the
Congress of a great people, whose conduct
should be distinguished for direct- -'

ness, for frankness, for justness, for fair-
ness, not for cunning nor device. Sir, I
think, if we intend to secure the confi-

dence and command the respect of the
people of this great and discerning nation,
lovers of justice as they are, we shall re
ject this proposition.

Eights of Females ia Mif.h'gin.
The Detroit correspondent of The Chris-

tian Enquirer says :
At the last regular session of our Leg-

islature, petitions were received asking
that females may be permitted to enjoy
all the advantages of the State University.
The committee to whom the matter was
referred made a favorable report through
their chairman, who is an orthodox cler-
gyman, and also President of a " college"
at Hillsdale. As it was generally con-

ceded that nothing but uage has turned
women away from the does of the Uni-
versity, it was not thought worth while to

ct the laws of man, and the subject
was dismissed, I learn that this summer
a class of young women will present them-
selves at Ann Arbor as candidates for
admission, and their presence will cause
the question to be settled,. If the faculty
reject them, they will appeal to the peo-
ple, and sooner or later their request will
be granted. Owing to the subtle yet
powerful connection between farminzand
fanaticism, Michigan is getting to be a
shockingly radical State, Detroit is a
slow town, but the moment vou . peQ
trite the interior" you are in the midst of
progressireness. It is. so long since we
abolished capital punishment that we
hardly credit the tales of hangings in
such States as ieyr-Yor- k

and Massachusetts.

CToaan aad Htr Work. .

The eloquentRev. Dr. Cnans delivered
an, able lecture, a few weeks ago, hi New-Yor- k,

on the rights of women, which was

listened to by the Aldermen, Common
Council, ten Governors, Postmaster, nearly
all the officials, and an immense audience
of those in private life. The N. Y. Ti ibune

reports the substance of it, as follows :
"The lecturer said : The originality of

any thought is secondary to its truth. If
it is old, it should be welcomed on account
of respect due to age. His subject led
Jiim ronsMer whether woman is poten-
tially whatsHeought lobe.' The retatton
between man and woman is the most
beautiful expression of the great lw of
nature. Woman is simply the equal of
man nothing more, nothing less. We
have no right to determine what h
woman's sphere by any arbitrary preju-
dices. I cannot recognize any such fact
as man's rights or woman's rights ; I only
reccgnize human rights. Woman's orbit
is the orbit of her humanity, and hence
she ought to be man's equal before the
world, before the law, as she is before
God. ' And let no one be disturbed bj
visions of strong-minde- d women, with
spectacles, lecturing on Kansas. The
question is, what is truth, and not what
are the imaginable consequences. Man
may run against God's will, but cannot
alter it. I urge that woman should actu-
ally be something more than she has been
held to be. She has been placed above
the scale and cast below it; she has been
man's slave and his empress. In one
place you may see her the poor drudge of
the wash-tu- b or the needle, working to
support a drunken husband ; in another
place we see her in some parlor, listening
to the confectionery of small talk furnished
by some dandy. Society around us is but
little more than a modification of these two
pictures. What we want is sonie way of
deliverance for woman from being a mere
slave, and something more substantial
than those accomplishments which make
her but a mere gewgaw. The legal argu-
ment has already been presented, so I
shall pass on to the subject of woman's
education. Woman ought to be rendered
less dependent upon man. Our present
state of society too often so trains her as
to make marriage an absolute necessity.
I am glad if there is some advance in this
respect ; I am glad if some women and
clergymen are regarded as something else
than respectable paupers. Woman can
become what she should be, and do what
she should do, only by a genuine educa-
tion. I cannot see why there should be
a very sharp discrimination between the
education of boys and girls. If a certain
kind of learning will develop the intellect
of the boy, why not of the girl ? You
may say woman cannot be a Newton or a
Shakspeare, Well, if she can't she won't ;
and so where's the harm? Laughter.
Why should a woman, with a liberal edu-
cation, be less fitted for the duties of a wife
or mother ? If in the cultivated mind
there is a reserved force frr emergencies,
why should woman be debarred from that
blessed skill that unlocks the treasuries of
truth and opens communion with the
distant and the dead? In many cases
woman is brought up not to a e,

but simply to make a settlement for life.
We all have a horror of female gamblers ;
but how many women are really gamblers
for a lucky match ? Do we wonder there
is often the gambler's loss as well as his
hazard ? In the world's version, it is not
charity but money that covers a multitude
of sins. The rich profligate receives the
hand of virtue and beauty. But there
would not be so many serpents in the
parterres of fashion if there were not Eves
in the garden to listen. In rude society,
woman was bought and sold as a slave,
and some of our manners are not much
better. Christianity teaches us that woman
has a soul ; but many men act as though
they had not accepted, and many women
as though they had none to gi re. Women
have a right to a proper culture, not as
woman's rights, but as human rights ; as
man's equal and companion, she requires
a training which will develop every human
faculty. The true way to find the sphere
of anything, is to educate it to its highest
capacity. A genuine culture will produce
nothing that will overrun its divinely-appointe- d

limits. Woman's work will
follow spontaneously from woman's na-

ture, and will accord with the qualities of
her being. It will not therefore be strong
physical work, but where clean, delicate
work is needed, where emotion mingles
with thought, it will be her work in the
future, and still more as the future opens
into civilization. Woman's truest work is
of home and its sanctities. Let us not
fear these offices will be abandoned ; thxe
will b3 still the heart of the wife and
mother. There are many women for whom
this sphere of home is enough. But if
woman is enslaved and degraded at borne,
where shall she have hdnor ? In this
sphere I claim for her a large and liberal
culture. Is it of no consequence who is
to discharge these offices who is to teach
and train the life, the heart of the future
man? Among women there are two
classes, whom the home duties do cot
absorb, and they claim something to da
They comprise those who are not forced
to work for a living and, those who
are. In behalf of those, I say a large
field is needed for woman's work. Con-

sider what ought to be done for that class
of women who must work or perish. What
are they to do ? That is the question.
I miht specify many forms of labor, such
as some parts of watch-makin- g, of tele-
graphing, of the work of newspaper oSces,
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adapted to woman's nature and her capa-
city. - The claim of this clas of women is
simply the claim of their humanity. They
must have this work or perish perish in
one of two ways physically, either from
lack cf work or scantiness of it Think of
the poor widow who makes shirts at fire
cents apiece and I suppose the man who
pays it covers the New Testament with
that fire cent piece. She can, perhaps,
make one a day. Is not that reducing
humanity nearly to starvation? - Think
of those noble women who virtually say,
" Let Death hare us, so he takes to God
our womanly purity untainted." Thank
God for the women who die honorably
and ofcly perish physically ! I thick,
what saints they make is Heaven, with
their sweet faces, from which all the
troubleis glorified away. What did those
men, whom the world call heroes, more
than these coble women, who. clinging to
their conscience, died at their posts ?
I Applause. 1 This etzsrliot to be to.
Thea shoufd he work for all, and least cf
all should wcrk be denied her because she

is a woman; and yet this is really the
fact We reverse the divine law which
tells us not to oppress .the weaker, and

turn and oppress them aimply becauss
they are weak. . To some men, the shirts
thev have made, might ba the shirt of
Nessus. I wish these old scrougers who
par five cents for making shirt, might be
haunted with women's ghosts, who should

bear the inscription, "More work and
better pav." Bnt there is another class
who perish morally. We roust not shrink
from all the facts, and jt is a fact that
want of work has a great deal to do with
driving to shame the 20,000 women ia
our city who walk our streets, whose
smile is only seen by the gas light .But
the shame is not all with them. Shame
upon him who offers the price of dishonor ;
shame upon those honorable women who

smile upon the victorious debauchee;
shame upon ourselves if we nourish any
prejudice which depreciates the value of
woman. Let all these shames blend with
the shame of the poor lost girl, and lighten
a little the enrse that bears too exclusively

npon her. Here are these two classes ho

must have work or else honorably or dis-

honorably perish.
But there is another clas of women,

who are compelled to work, concerning
whom one of the noblest women of our
day (Mrs. Jameson) asks if more
enlarged social sphere cannot be allowed
woman? I can merely sav, that ths
field is indicated in the philanthropic
institutions of our age. It is exemplified
in women like Elizabeth Fry, and Flor-

ence Nightingale. Applause One of
those poor soldiers of the Crimea said,
that her shadow seemed to do him good
a it passed over his bed. What a com-

pliment to her was that of another poor
sick man, who said to her, "I believevou
are not a woman, but an angel." How
much better is that than the homage cf
the drawing-roo- or triumph of a flirta-

tion. Applause. How many a woman
might be an angel to the poor hollow eyes

that followed her from a sick bed. Let
us remember that this is not an attempt
to draw woman from her sphere. Let us
consider how many claims there are out of
this sphere. Let us not fear any ridicule
which may be cast upon us. Ridicule is the
feeblest weapon that can be used ; it
prorcs the lack of hearier artillery ; it
fires scattering shot, and does not hit the
mark. Applause. It is rather a fear-

ful picture to be sure, of a masculine
woman, scheming in Wall street, or shout-

ing in Tammany Hall. But when called
to step forward to the line, who shows
more manliness, more courage than wo-

man? Look at the maid of Saragossa,
look at Grace Darling, and at that noble

woman who, but a year ago, brought home

the ship of her poor disabled husband ;
she may have been out of her sphere, but
she circumnavigated the globe, Ap-

plause I am inclined to beliere that a
woman starving in the streets, is fully as

incongruous as a woman in the Senate or

the Forum.
The true idea of civilization will never

be unfolded till woman has been placed

upon an equality with man. In the cabin

of the Mayflower : in the war of the
Revolution, when the wires loaded the
muskets, there were such men because

there were such women. The grandest
transactions of history are unfolded, when
she stands nearest to man as an equal ;
and when Christianity shall hare reached

its highest point, her heart will be near
his hand. Let woman stand upon the
ground of her human nature, then there
will be mutual honor and mutual help ;

then there will be no discordant music in
the march from the paradise which they .

left together to that paradise which they
hope to attain. Great applause.

A, valoafel Closes.
Hon. J. W. Weight, the Railroad King

of Indiana, with his family, anred
Quindaro on Thursday last MaylSta,
He brings with him his engineer and pay-

master, and savs that Lawrence must be

Mnni.i hw railroad with the Hannibal
and St Joseph road by way of Qaindaro

and Parkrille within eignieen muiiim.
ir. ;n Fnnndrv and other works

at Qaindaro, while his family will reside

at Lawrence. "His Foundry and Macldne

shop, with a large rariety of patterns,

were being shipped for this place when

he left Indiana, and will arrire in a few

?. . ... ,.
Judge wnghi nas oeen u

pathizer in behalf of Kansa?, and will
make a rery raluable acquisition to our

Un ftf hi intezrity. enter- -
prise, energy and experience, are greatly

i i v' krin nnlieation

can be made to the wounds of "Bleeding
Kansas" than a dvelopment of her resourc-

es, the establishing of her institutions or
i : m.,A n and the construction

of her railroads, and we cordiallj welcome

all such men as J uage w ri5u
eers of the prosperity inciaen w pc.
ir v;. -- A ha!th Ion be S Dared to
bless Kansas as he has heretofore blessed

Indiana. Qaindaro Chtndciean.

lews EalgraaAS.

At lut fiftv wagons from Iowa, all
rf.itA with their families, and net

only their household effects, but also their
firming implements, have crossed our fer-

ry this week, on their way to Southern
nd 0&a?e Valleys.

and also to the South-Weste- rn Counties cf
this State. We learn from these emi
grants that roads from here to Iowa, are
m,AA vitfc rr.Uar emigration : that
a heavy tide of emigration from that State
ia on the more to tee aDove locauwea, a--.

that all wagons are obliged to make as

great speed as possible, in order to keep
away from the crowd, and to obtain good
grass and water at swpi-- F"45- -

Kansas Journal. '

.1 nf Kansas, as we anticipa

ted, reject with contempt the pitiful bribe
?r.4 thom r,r the administration as the

price of their liberties ; they seoat the idea
of receiving the Lecompton CeueutuUca,
even when accompanied by a goiaenpuu
This action on their part, is suQcisnt ce

if ay were wanting, to prove to
the people of tae UGiOE, tnas iney are

to maintain their independence
aad freedom at all hazards, and thit the
corrupt administration at Washington has
not gold corked tncvgh a its dispose
to buy theia. : The men cf Kansas should

be honored and respected for the col's
spirit they hare ericced in thus treatise
the general gorer&cient ia its iZztts.
to sabjngate ihem to the stars Izl :rs t

v-- grand total popnkdon cf all
the StaUs ia Indi u IWfiiigX,


